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ORIGIN OF THE MODERN TOOTHBRUSH 
P/ The use of a brush to clean the teeth goes back to the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century and perhaps much earlier. 
Pierre Fauchard, in his celebrated work, mentions with disapproval 
the brushing of the teeth. However, unless the brush is described 
or pictured, its design cannot be ascertained. It is quite pos- 
sible that these early brushes were like paintbrushes with the 
bristles extending in the same direction as the handle. 


The earliest picture of a toothbrush of the general design of the 
modern tyne, with bristles at right angles to the handle, is in 
Joseph Lemaire's Le dentiste des dames, first published in 1812. 
In a plate representing a lady at her dressing table there is 
lying on the table top a toothbrush of modern design. Richard 


Zahnarzte 
that Napole 
plates shows two toothbrushes of modern design in one of the drawers 
of this case. Nanoleon married Maria Louise in 1810 and ceased to 
be emperor in 1815. These evidences fix the earliest known time 
of the modern toothbrush close to the beginning of the nineteenth 
century although its origin might be much earlier. 


MORE DOCUMENTS REGARDING A.D.A. HISTORY 

P/ The editor has received from Dr. Harold L. Faggart several let= 
ters and other docuinents written by the late Homer C. Brown 

pertinent to the history of the American Dental Association. These 

will be passed on to Dr. Robert W. McCluggage, who is preparing 

the centenary history of the Association. 


Dr. McCluggage has received assurance from General Neal A. Harper, 
literary executor of Dr. Brown, that as soon as he has been able 
to sort and arrange the numerous documents, those relative to As- 
sociation history will be sent to the Central Office to be placed 
in the archives. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MEDICAL CLASSICS 

P/ A revision of Garrison and Morton's Medical Bibliography (an 
annotated check-list of texts illustrating the history of 

medicine), 2d edition, is announced by Argosy Book Stores, 114 

East 59th Street, New York. The present edition will contain 

about 6,500 entries, arranged by subjects and chronology. 


FOR THE HISTURIAN INTERESTED IN DENTISTRY IN UTAH 

P/ Milton B. Asbell (632 Federal Street, Camden, New Jersey) has 
information regarding an early dentist in Utah which he would 

te glad to pass on to a local historian. 
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‘ Breuer, in an article in Festschrift des Vereines Osterreichischer 


MEMOIRS OF HERMANN EULER 
P/ A nicture of dentistry, in its educational and investigative 
aspects during the. years 1905-19%5, is presented in detail in 
the 200-nage autoblopgraphy of Hermann Euler. This work by one of 
the most distinguished of German scientists and practitioners is 
entitled Lebenserinnerungen eines Lehrers der Zahnhei)kunde, (Munic 
Carl Hauser Verlag, 1949). Buler was personally acquainted with 
most of the outstanding dentists of Germany, and familiar with both 
their nersonalities and their professional qualifications and con- 
tributions. For the dentist outside Germany, who is not familiar 
with Eurovean professional developments, this is a very informa- 
tive. book. 


LOCATION UF A GEORGE WASHINGTON LETTER 
P/ The letter of George Washington to his dentist, John Greenwood, 


dated aay Af 20, 1797, according to a note in wert, Survey 
(30:637 May 1954), was recently purchased at auction by Mary 
Benjamin, a New York autograph collector, for $1,300. 


EARLY DENTAL ANATOMY 

P/ A volume containing 90 essays, entitled Science, Medicine and 
History, edited by E. Ashworth Underwood, published by Oxford 

University Press, has been issued in honor of Charles J. Singer, 

the medical historian. It includes an article on dental anatomy 

from Aristotle to Leeuwenhoek by Lilian Lindsay. 


EARLY DENTISTRY IN ARKANSAS 
P/ At the meeting of the Arkansas State Dental Association, April 
4, Dr. Fred W. Dietrich presented the project of its historical 
committee and the matter of financing the further collection of ma- 
terial and its publication. The character of the interesting ac- 
count of early Arkansas dentistry is exemplified in the whole-page 
article printed in the Arkansas Gazett2, April 4. Many picturesque 
incidents and several historical photogranhs were published, as wel: 
as other data indicating the progress of the nrofession in the stats 
Failure of the state society to support this project would entail a 
distinct loss to the local history of dentistry. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF FOREIGN HISTORICAL ARTICLES 
P/ The following are some of the more recent historical articles 
in foreign dental journals: 


Casotti, Luigi. L'Odontologia nelle mummie predinastiche del 

a di Torino. Rivista Italiana di Stomatologia 9:72-81 
ane 

Riezemann. Aus der Geschichte der zahnarztlichen Borhmaschine. 
Zahnarztliche Welt 9:243-249 Jan. 25, 1954. | 

Hauser, Paul and Kuck, Max. Historischer Abrisz zur Entwicklung 
der linearen Radierungen. Deutsche Zahnarztliche Zeitschrift.8: 
1332-1336 Dec. 15, 1953. 

Hoffmann,,K. F. Hausmittel bei Mund-und Zahnleiden vor 110 
Jahren. Zahnarztliche Praxis 5:12 Feb. 15, 1954, 

Hoffmann, K. F. Zahnheilkunde im 16. Jahrhundert, Johann von 
Jessen (1566-1621). Zahnarztliche Praxis 5:12 Jan. 15, 1954. 
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